Need Help?

TruControl™
(Patent Pending)

Call 1-800-410-6580

Owner’s Manual

And thank you for purchasing the Hensley
TruControl™, the most advanced brake controller
on the market today!
Other products offered by Hensley Mfg., Inc.:
Arrow Advanced Towing System—the only towing system guaranteed to eliminate travel
trailer sway.
Trailer Saver 5th-wheel hitches—provide a
smooth ride for your 5th-wheel and tow vehicle.
Also available for gooseneck horse trailers.

Read and follow all instructions carefully
before installing or operating the TruControl™.
Keep these instructions with your tow vehicle for
future reference.

McKesh Mirrors—strap on towing mirrors. Stable
and dependable.

Visit our website at www.hensleymfg.com or call
1-800-410-6580 to find out how Hensley Mfg.
can bring you the Ultimate Towing Experience!
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Congratulations!

Manual Brake Button:

You’ve purchased TruControl™, the most
advanced trailer brake controller on the market
today. We’ve designed the TruControl™ to be as
easy to install and use as possible. If you
experience difficulty during the installation, please
call Hensley Mfg., Inc. at 1-800-410-6580. We’ll
be happy to assist and get you on the road.

Your TruControl™ also comes with a manual
brake button, located to the left of the screen.
This is to be used to test your brakes at low speeds
(less than 10MPH) or under emergency
conditions. The Manual Brake Button is not to be
used under normal stopping conditions. The manual override button was not designed for and should
not be used as a means to correct trailer sway.
Please call Hensley Mfg., Inc. for information on
products to eliminate trailer sway.

Installing your TruControl™
To install your TruControl™, you’ll need the
following tools (not provided):

• Phillips head screw driver
• Wire strippers
• Wire crimpers

Please consult your tow vehicle owner’s manual to
find the location of your brake wiring harness. If
your vehicle didn’t come equipped with a brake
wiring harness, call your auto dealer or a service
shop that provides trailer wiring installation.
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1.

Menu Functions

a.

To adjust the Screen Off Delay:
1.
2.

Mounting the bracket

Press the ENTERkey until SCREEN OFF
DELAY appears on the screen.
Press the UP  or DOWN  arrow buttons
until the desired delay time is found. The
delay time can be adjusted from 30 minutes
to 7 hours in 30 minute increments. The delay
begins from the time any button on the
TruControl™ is pressed or the brake is engaged.

Determine where your TruControl™ will
be mounted in your vehicle. This will be
a location under the dash within easy
view and reach of the driver. Mark the
bracket location with a pencil.
NOTE: Be sure to leave clearance on
either side of the bracket for installation
of the threaded knobs.

b.

Note: When the screen is off, the TruControl™ is
still functioning. The Screen Off Delay is only to
conserve battery power while the vehicle
is parked.

Mount the bracket using the two selftapping mounting screws provided and a
Phillips screwdriver. Tighten snugly but
do not over tighten.

To adjust the Screen Brightness:
1.
2.

Press the ENTER  key until ADJUST
SCREEN BRIGHTNESS appears on the screen .
Press the UP  or DOWN arrow buttons until
the desired brightness is found. The screen
brightness can be adjusted from 0 to 100% in
10% increments.
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2.

Mounting the TruControl™
a.

3.

Using the two screw knobs provided,
mount the TruControl to the mounting
bracket. Tighten just enough to hold the
TruControl™ in place. You’ll need to
rotate the unit during calibration in
step #4.

WARNING: The Trailer / Tow Vehicle
Configuration should never be set high enough to
lock up the trailer brakes. Skidding trailer wheels
can cause loss of control of the trailer and
tow vehicle.

Wiring
a.

Your TruControl™ comes with three feet
of 4 color coded wires. If your vehicle
came with a trailer brake wiring harness,
strip approximately 1/4” of insulation off
the end of each wire if it hasn’t already
been done for you.
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Note: you may trim excess wire from
your vehicle’s harness at this point, but be
sure to check your mounting location and
wire path. Do not trim the TruControl™
wire harness.

Trailer / Tow Vehicle Configuration
Please refer to the chart on page 9 to determine your
Trailer / Tow Vehicle Configuration. The default setting
is 10.
Find your tow vehicle GVW (Gross Vehicle Weight)
along the left side column. Follow that row across until
it intersects with your trailer’s approximate weight (this
will vary with loading). That number represents your
Trailer / Tow Vehicle Configuration.

b.

Using the following chart and the
instructions found in your vehicle
owner’s manual, match your
TruControl’s™ wires with your
vehicle’s wire harness:

To adjust the Trailer / Tow Vehicle Configuration:
1.

Press the UP  or DOWN arrow buttons

until the desired Trailer / Tow Vehicle
Configuration is reached.
Note: The Trailer / Tow Vehicle Configuration
number is only a recommendation based on the
weights of your trailer and tow vehicle. Other factors, such as number of axles, brake type, brake
wear, etc., effect your braking performance. Adjust
the Trailer / Tow Vehicle Configuration setting as
necessary to achieve the desired aggressiveness.

Hensley Mfg., Inc. 1-800-410-6580

CAUTION: Vehicle manufacturers use
different color codes for their wiring harnesses. Check your vehicle owner’s manual to match colors to the TruControl™
above.
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4.

c.

Using the Crimp Splicers
and a wire crimper, join the wires from
the TruControl to your vehicle’s wire
harness.

Calibration
a.

With the tow vehicle on level
ground, press the enterkey until
CALIBRATION MODE appears on
the screen.

b.

Rotate the TruControl™ so the face
points upwards at approximately 30
degrees. Continue to rotate the face
until the ZERO VALUE equals 0 or
as close as to 0 as possible. This
value must be less than 10. Once the
ZERO VALUE is set, tighten
mounting knobs on either end of the
TruControl™.

CAUTION: Do not simply twist the wires
together. A short may occur. Use only
crimp splicers or wire nuts.

d.

Tuck the wire bundle under the dash. You
may wish to use wire ties or electrical
tape to secure the wires.
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CAUTION: Once the angle of the TruControl™
has been set, do not adjust it again. If you
believe it has been knocked out of adjustment,
you may re-calibrate as often as necessary.
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